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Abstract

This talk explores the aesthetic appreciation of visual art through a cross—
cultural and neuroscientific perspectives, focusing especially on how Eastern
and Western traditions represent natural landscapes. While both traditions
aim to represent the three—-dimensional world on two—dimensional surfaces,

Western paintings often employ geometric perspective and bottom—up visual
realism, whereas Chinese paintings emphasize top—down cognitive processes,

symbolic space, and multi-focal composition to evoke broader meaning and
emotion. Drawing from psychological and neuroscientific research, the talk
discusses how different types of visual stimuli activate specific brain
regions, and how depth perception cues differ in art versus real-world scenes.
Behavioral and neuroimaging studies further reveal culturally shaped
aesthetic preferences: Western and Chinese participants show greater
appreciation for artworks from their own traditions, although a universal
preference for landscapes over scenes with people is also observed. The fMRI
data show distinct neural activations when individuals view culturally
congruent artworks, suggesting that aesthetic experience is both biologically
grounded and culturally modulated. These findings highlight the interplay of
culture, cognition, and brain function in aesthetic appreciation of visual
art.



