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Shouldn't we see the title as provocation, a reflection of and reflected in the current political 

debates? On the one hand we see forces that suggest the necessity of regaining Western 

values, also translated in the demand to close borders. On the other hand we hear those who 

suggest that openness is one of the fundamental Western values - this and other values (the 

often cited trinity of liberty, equality and fraternity, embedded in and framed by protestant 

workethic that guides the homo economics, that replaced homo sapiens) must be used as 

standard that others should strive for (and if they don't do so, something wrong with them). 

The foundation of such claim of the west is the separatist methodology, namely the trinity of 

• methodological individualism 

• methodological nationalism 

• separation of mind and body. 

Subsequently we see an emerging paradox: 

The successful strive for economic progress undermined the cultural conditions under which 

it could be achieved. 

 


