From Waste to Art: Xiao Hui Wang’s Sustainable Art Practice

At a time when environmental protection and sustainable development have become pressing
global concerns, the question of what role art can play has gained increasing relevance. For
many years, Xiao Hui Wang, artist and member of the European Academy of Sciences and
Arts (EASA), has addressed this question through her own creative practice.

As early as 2002, when she was invited by Audi to participate in an exhibition of image-based
art, Wang created Green - Shadow, a work centred on environmental awareness and the idea of
sustainability. Through artistic language, the project explored the relationship between human
beings and nature, industrial civilisation, and sustainable development. Since then, reflection
on the environment, materials, and patterns of consumption has become a significant and
enduring thread in her artistic work.

For more than two decades, Wang has continued to develop what she describes
as “Sustainable Art”: bringing materials that have already fulfilled their original function—
and would often be regarded as waste—back into the creative process, and through art
endowing them with new form, meaning, and life.

This concept has also informed her collaborations with a range of companies and brands.
Beginning with Audi in 2002, followed by BASF in 2005, BMW in 2010, and later L’Oréal,
Nespresso, and Tsingtao Brewery, Wang has created large-scale installations and sculptures
using discarded materials provided by her partners. Used CDs, industrial materials, packaging,
and everyday consumer objects are transformed in her works, freed from their original
functions and reimagined as elements of a new visual language.

Among these examples is a Wishing Tree made from discarded Nespresso coffee capsules.
When moved by the wind, the capsules produce a delicate sound reminiscent of ringing bells.
Wang has also used aluminium regenerated through the recycling of these capsules to create
sculptural works, further extending the cycle of material transformation.

Some materials even recur across different works over many years. The highly distinctive red
ribbons that appear in Wang’s installations are a notable example. Rather than losing their
significance after a single exhibition, these materials continue to acquire new expressive
possibilities in changing contexts, demonstrating how artistic practice itself can become a
process of renewal and reinterpretation.

Another vivid example is the large horse sculpture created for Tsingtao Brewery’s Year of the
Horse project. The sculpture’s striking wings were handwoven from large numbers of
discarded beer can pull tabs. Objects that were once insignificant, single-use consumer items
were transformed by the artist into a sculptural language of strength and imagination. In this
way, the idea of recycling became not merely a technical process, but a direct visual and
sensory experience for the audience.

For Wang, sustainable art is not simply a matter of using environmentally friendly materials.
It also involves rethinking the relationship between people and things: Can we reduce
disposable consumption? Must a material have only one life? Can art, through creative
transformation, help us rediscover the material world we too often take for granted?



Her practice reminds us that sustainable development is not only a matter for science,
technology, and industry. It is equally a cultural and social question to which art can make an
important contribution. Art may not solve environmental problems on its own, but it can
reshape the way we see, understand, and value resources—and such a shift in awareness is
itself an essential step towards a more sustainable future.
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Figure 1. A large-scale video installation created by Xiao Hui Wang in collaboration with MINI,
composed of repeatedly reused red ribbons and 500 discarded television sets recovered from
a landfill

Figure2. Horse sculpture created by Xiao Hui Wang for Tsingtao Brewery, with wings hand-
woven from discarded beverage-can pull tabs.






