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Despite all the crises, wars and controversies in the world, artificial intelligence (AI) continues to drive 

scientific and social progress with undiminished dynamics. A country’s independence, competitiveness 

and prosperity depend crucially on the level of development of AI. This is met with great enthusiasm 

(particularly in Asia and the USA as leading AI centers), but also with fears and concerns (especially in 

Europe). Even the Pope has dedicated his first encyclical to the subject of AI. The European Academy 

has been addressing this topic for many years and is offering on 14th October 2026 an online conference 

featuring leading members of the Academy and beyond. The conference will be streamed online to a 

wider audience and will address questions such as:

• Will ‘artificial intelligence’ replace humans? 

• What are the logical, scientific and technical foundations and limitations of intelligent systems? 

• Should the use of artificial intelligence be restricted? 

• How should we orient ourselves in the future?

10:00 – 10:45 Innovation and Limits of AI (EASA President Klaus Mainzer)

10:45 – 11:30 Leibniz‘ Dream of AI (Stefania Centrone, EASA Class I)

11:30 – 12:15 Robotics and Human-Centered AI (Elisabeth André, Leopoldina)

12:15 – 13:30 Lunch Break

13:30 – 14:15 Generative AI and Mental Health (Claudi Bockting, EASA Class II)

14:15 – 15:00 Socio-Economic Impact of AI (Alberto De Franceschi, EASA Dean Class V)

15:00 – 15:30 Coffee Break

15:30 – 16:15 Legal Challenges of AI (Verica Trstenjak, EASA Vice President, Class V)

16:15 – 17:00 The Pope and AI (Paul van Geest, EASA Dean Class VII)

17:00 – 17:15 Closing Remarks

Each time slot with 30 minutes presentation and 15 minutes discussion

Moderation: Anna Faix (EASA Young Academy)


