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ABSTRACT

Approaches to the use of the voice, tempered tuning & spectralism in
my piano concerto

Throughout summer 2021, | collected many ideas, material and musical snippets for a new
piano concerto. The original commission comprised a piano concerto for solo piano and
ensemble. Since | experimented a lot with vocal techniques before, | was eager to integrate
one or two singers in the ensemble. These singers should not act as additional soloists but as
part of the ensemble (similar to Steve Reich’s use of the voice in music for 18 musicians).
Thus, the newly created setup not only allows me to explore new timbres in an already
polychrome ensemble but also challenges the hierarchical norms of a traditional piano
concerto. It also allows for further interrogation of the potential to use the voice in contemporary
instrumental music. Overall, the piece ranges between the tempered keys of the piano and
microtonality as well as spectral chords in the ensemble. In my colloquium, | would like to
explore the contrast between these two tunings and the consequences regarding the
composition process.
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