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The International Conference on Sustainable Cities: Interdisciplinary Approaches will take place in
Athens, Greece, on Friday, June 27, 2025, at the Academy of Athens, Greece. This global gathering aims
to address the pressing challenges and opportunities urban areas face in the context of sustainability.

Concept note:
As urbanization accelerates worldwide, cities have become central to tackling climate change, promoting
social equity, and ensuring economic resilience. The conference will serve as a platform for
interdisciplinary dialogue and collaboration, focusing on the transition toward sustainable urban
development.

The core objectives of the conference include a critical examination of the concept of sustainable cities
and the growing importance of urban sustainability. Special attention will be given to identifying and
addressing the financing gaps that hinder cities from achieving their sustainability goals. Participants will
explore innovative financial mechanisms and investment strategies to support this transition. The event
will also highlight the best practices and successful case studies from around the world, aiming to inspire
scalable and context-specific solutions.

The conference will bring together a diverse group of stakeholders, including urban planners and city
officials, representatives from financial institutions and investment bodies, environmental and
sustainability experts, policymakers, academics, researchers, and delegates from international and
European institutions. By fostering dialogue among these key actors, the event will help build a shared
understanding of challenges and co-design actionable pathways toward sustainable urban futures.



Thematic Areas:

The agenda will feature interdisciplinary sessions around the following key themes:

Climate Modelling & Atmospheric Physics

Energy Systems & Energy Security

Land Use & Food Security

Marine Systems

Public Health Systems

Socio-Economic and Financial Systems

Participatory Approaches for Pathways to Sustainable Cities
Education, Upskilling, and Reskilling

Organizing Partners:

This conference is a joint initiative of leading academic, scientific, and policy institutions, including:

World Academy of Art and Science (WAAS)
European Academy of Sciences and Arts (EASA)
Academia Europaea - Task For n Environmen

Academy of Athens - Research Centre for Atmospheric Physics and Climatology
Athens Universi f Economi nd Busin AUEB) - ReSEES L

Athena Research Center - Sustainable Development Unit

Alliance of Excellence for Research and Innovation on Aephoria (AE4RIA)
Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)

UNFCCC Global Innovation Hub

The conference is additionally supported by SDSN Global Climate Hub, SDSN Europe, and SDSN Greece,
which actively promote science-driven pathways for climate-resilient and sustainable urban
development.

Further support is provided through four major European research projects addressing regional climate
resilience and systemic transformation:

Horizon 2020 | ARSINQE: Climate Resilient Regions Through Systemic Solutions and Innovations
Horizon 2020 | IMPETUS: Dynamic Information Management Approach for the Implementation
of Climate Resilient Adaptation Packages in European Regions

Horizon EU | Pathways2Resilience: Co-developing Pathways Towards Climate Resilient Regions in
Europe

HORIZON EU | CARMINE: Climate-Resilient Development Pathways in Metropolitan Regions of
Europe

ERASMUS+ | BuildSkills Academy: Academy for Transitional Skills in the Build Environment

Together, these partners aim to deliver a high-impact, interdisciplinary conference that advances
science-based, inclusive, and finance-ready approaches to building sustainable and climate-resilient
cities worldwide.


https://www.worldacademy.org/
https://euro-acad.eu/
https://www.ae-info.org/
https://www.ae-info.org/ae/Acad_Main/Activities/Environment_Sustainability
https://www.academyofathens.gr/
https://kefak.academyofathens.gr/en
https://www.dept.aueb.gr/en/ReSEES
https://www.athenarc.gr/en/sdu/identity
https://ae4ria.org/
https://www.unsdsn.org/
https://unfccc.int/topics/un-climate-change-global-innovation-hub
https://unsdsn.globalclimatehub.org/
https://sdsn.eu/
https://ae4ria.org/sdsn-greece/
https://arsinoe-project.eu/
https://climate-impetus.eu/
https://www.pathways2resilience.eu/
https://carmine-project.eu/
https://buildskillsacademy.com/

Draft Agenda

08:30 — 09:00 | Registration & Welcome Coffee

09:00 - 10:00 | Opening Session: Welcome Address — Host Institution Representatives

Moderator: Prof. Phoebe Koundouri

Prof. Christos Zerefos, Secretary General, Academy of Athens
Garry Jacobs, President, World Academy of Art and Science (WAAS)
Prof. Klaus Mainzer, President, European Academy of Sciences and Arts (TBC)
Prof. Peter Wagner, Chair of the Academia Europaea Task Force on Environment, Sustainability
and Climate (TBC)
Prof. Vasileios Vasdekis, Rector, Athens University of Economics and Business (TBC)
Prof. loannis Emiris, President and General Director, ATHENA Research Center (TBC)
e Prof. Jeff Sachs, President, Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN), Columbia
University (TBC)
Massamba Thioye, Project Executive, UNFCCC Global Innovation Hub
e Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business & University of
Cambridge; President, World Council of Environmental and Resource Economists Associations;
Chair, SDSN Global Climate Hub; Director, AE4RIA & Sustainable Development Unit, ATHENA
Research Center

10:00 - 11:30 | Panel | - Climate Science to Urban Resilience: Integrating Modelling,
Energy Systems & Infrastructure for Future-Proof Cities

Keynote Introduction (10 min):
Mauricio Rodas, Former Mayor of Quito; Executive Secretary at the SDSN Global Commission for Urban
SDG Finance; Visiting Scholar at the University of Pennsylvania

Panel Discussion:

This panel addresses the foundational systems of sustainable cities: climate modelling and atmospheric
science, urban energy systems, and energy security. The session will explore how scientific tools and
technologies are shaping policy and infrastructure toward climate resilience.

Speakers:



e Dr. Giannis Adamos, Assistant Professor, Department of Civil Engineering, Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki (AUTH)

e Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business & University of
Cambridge; President, World Council of Environmental and Resource Economists Associations;
Chair, SDSN Global Climate Hub; Director, AE4RIA & Sustainable Development Unit, ATHENA
Research Center

e Prof. Marie Miinster, Professor in Energy System Analysis, Technical University of Denmark

e Dr. Stavros Solomos, Senior Researcher; Research Centre for Atmospheric Physics and
Climatology, Academy of Athens

e Massamba Thioye, Project Executive, UNFCCC Global Innovation Hub

® Representative from GEIDCO

Moderator:
Dr. Evangelos Gerasopoulos, Research Director, Institute for Environmental Research and Sustainable
Development, National Observatory of Athens (NOA)

Thematic Areas: Climate Modelling & Atmospheric Physics | Energy Systems & Energy Security

11:30 - 12:00 | Coffee Break

12:00 — 13:30 | Panel Il — Nature-Based Cities: Land, Water, Food, and Public Health in
a Changing Climate

Keynote Introduction (10 min):
Mr. Aromar Revi, Founding Director of The Indian Institute for Human Settlements (IIHS)

Panel Discussion:

Focusing on land use planning, food security, marine and coastal resilience, and urban public health. The
session will showcase nature-based and integrated planning approaches that link environmental health
with human well-being in urban contexts.

Speakers:

e Dr. Ebun Akinsete, Senior Researcher, Sustainable Development Unit, ATHENA RC; Co-chair,
SDSN Greece

e Dr. Sorin Cheval, Senior Researcher, University of Bucharest, and Coordinator, CARMINE Project

e Dr. Sarah Greenham, Research Fellow in Civil Engineering at the University of Birmingham
Prof. Karyn Morrissey, Professor in Environment and Marine Economics, J.E. Cairnes School of
Business and Economics, University of Galway



e Prof. Barig Salihoglu, Director, Institute of Marine Sciences, Middle East Technical University
(METU), Coordinator, BRIDGE-BS EU Project

e Dr. Adrian Stanica, Director General, GeoEcoMar (National Institute for Marine Geology and
Geoecology), Coordinator, DOORS EU Project

Moderator:
Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business & University of Cambridge

Thematic Areas: Land Use & Food Security | Coastal Cities & Marine Systems | Public Health Systems

13:30 - 14:30 | Networking Lunch

14:30 - 16:00 | Panel Il - Governance, Green Finance & Skills for a Just Transition

Keynote Introduction (10 min):
Ketan Patel, Co-founder and CEO of Greater Pacific Capital

Panel Discussion:

This session explores inclusive governance, socio-economic systems, and the human capital dimension of
sustainable cities. It will highlight participatory planning, education, and upskilling, and financial
strategies that support just, equitable urban transitions.

Speakers:

e Kit England, Senior Climate Resilience and Adaptation Specialist, Paul Watkiss Associates
Dr. Conrad Landis, Senior Researcher, ReSEES Lab, AUEB; Sustainable Development Unit, ATHENA
RC; AE4RIA network

e Prof. loannis Liritzis, Vice President, European Academy of Sciences and Arts; Distinguished
Professor, Henan University and Alma Mater Europaea

e Maria Nakova, Strategic Development Manager, Cleantech Bulgaria; Project Manager of the
BuildSkills Academy

e Josep Pijuan Parra, Eurecat — Technology Centre of Catalonia, Coordinator of the IMPETUS
Horizon EU project

Moderator:
NebojSa NesSkovi€, Vice President (Science & Technology), WAAS; Head of TESLA Project, Vinca Institute
of Nuclear Sciences, Belgrade, Serbia

Thematic Areas: Socio-Economic and Financial Systems | Participatory Approaches for Pathways to
Sustainable Cities | Education, Upskilling, and Reskilling



16:00 — 16:30 | Coffee Break

16:30 — 17:00 | Digital Tools for Public Engagement and Education: ARSINOE VR Demo

Moderator:
Dr. Ebun Akinsete, Senior Researcher, Sustainable Development Unit, ATHENA RC; Co-chair, SDSN Greece

17:00 — 18:00 | Closing Session — From Dialogue to Action: Pathways to Sustainable
Cities

Closing Speeches:

e Dr. Evangelos Gerasopoulos, Research Director, Institute for Environmental Research and
Sustainable Development, National Observatory of Athens (NOA)

e Prof. Phoebe Koundouri, Athens University of Economics and Business & University of
Cambridge

e NebojSa NeSkovi¢, Vice President (Science & Technology), WAAS; Head of TESLA Project, Vinca
Institute of Nuclear Sciences, Belgrade, Serbia
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