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Abstract. Quarter-tone music is a fascinating approach to convey musical expression. This 

kind of microtonal music differs from western music in that it employs intervals that are half 

the size of a semitone, resulting in 24 pitches per octave instead of 12. 

The objective of this work is to study quarter-tone music through the lens of harmonic series. 

The 11th harmonic (11/8), which corresponds to the major fourth interval, offers a remarkably 

precise approximation of the quarter tone. By employing the "circle of major fourths," we may 

encompass the complete spectrum of 24 notes and establish a tuning system of quarter-tones 

that is based on overtones. We analyze its distinct attributes and perform a detailed 

examination of its impact, specifically on maqam music. 
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