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The Sound of series is a long-term artistic–research project dedicated to the musicalisation of 
cities, where urban environments are transformed into instruments, stages, and subjects of 
large-scale audiovisual performance. Rooted in the concept of polymediality, the series 
integrates composition, site-specific field recording, cinema, and spatial dramaturgy into 
unified film-concerts. 
 
The cycle began with Sound of Vladivostok (2017), realized across the maritime landscape of 
the Russian Far East, interweaving local choirs, orchestral writing, and field-recorded 
cityscapes into a contemporary portrait of a port-city’s identity. It continued with Sound of 
Kyoto –  City in a Symphony (2018/19), involving 560 musicians, where emblematic sites such 
as the Sagano Bamboo Forest and the Kamo River provided the acoustic and visual materials 
for a dialogue between natural soundscapes, musical structures, and cinematic imagery. 
 
The current installment, Sound of Shanghai – Opera of a Cosmopolis, amplifies this approach 
within one of the world’s most iconic metropolises. Inspired by the Kunqu opera Peony Pavilion 
– a form rooted in the Jiangnan region – the project reimagines tradition within an intercultural 
orchestral and cinematic framework. Shanghai itself emerges as both instrument and stage: 
its districts, architectures, and rhythms are orchestrated into an urban opera, a polymedial 
film-concert where history and futurity, East and West, tradition and innovation converge. 
 
With more than 250 participants and the support of 29 partner institutions, Sound of Shanghai 
enacts a living audiovisual tapestry of the city as a cosmopolis. It offers a unique model of how 
the musicalisation of cities can unfold through sound, image, and performance, reshaping our 
aesthetic perception of the urban environment in a global context. 


